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Exam Feedback of Q3 "Looking for Meaning"

We are going to go through section 3 of the paper that you completed last week.  
You should have one copy of the exam paper between two.
You should also have your marked answer sheet and a blank piece of paper.

As we look at each question in turn, I want you to makes notes on the blank page 
on what you missed in your original answer or what you could have added.  Work 
in pairs on this if it helps.

At the end you are going to rewrite your answer to question c and d using the 
feedback you have had today and aim to get full marks!
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question a
Q.3 (a) Explain what religious believers mean by 'awe'. (AO1) 2
Reference must be made to the AO1 Question (a) Level Descriptor.

An appropriate example may be credited.
One word answers cannot be considered explanations.
Accept any suitable explanation e.g.
• A sense of wonder in relation to God's creation or presence
• A sense of feeling overwhelmed in God's presence
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EXAMPLE ANSWER TO QUESTION a.)

Christians believe that awe is an experience of God's presence, a feeling 
of wonder and amazement, usually linked to something beautiful.  for 
example a rainbow.  

Could also use Jews but should not write “religious believers”. 
 Need to show two clear points to get both marks, or QMA structure to 
explain one point.  
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(b) Explain how a religious believer might use symbols to express beliefs
about God. (AO1) 4
Reference must be made to the AO1 Question (b) Level Descriptor.

Answers should show the impact of faith.
The answer is not required to be related to any one religious tradition.
Answers may therefore come from any religious tradition.
Reference may be made to:
• Symbols at home in the form of religious images of God
• Symbols of God outside a place of worship
• Symbols of God inside a place of worship
• Symbols of God as personal decoration
• Symbols expressing religious beliefs about the nature of God
• Symbolic language about God in hymns, prayers, etc.

question b
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Should use QMA structure either from a quote or a key word and must refer to Christian or 
Jew not “religious believer”.

  Christians might use the symbol of the Trinity to represent their beliefs in God.  They feel that 
God can be experienced in 3 forms- Father, Son and the Holy Spirit.  These beliefs about God will 
appear in hymns and prayers during Christian worship.  In addition, they use the cross or crucifix 
which particularly focuses their mind on God the Son- Jesus and his sacrifice for us all.  These 
symbols can be found at home as well as in a church.  A Christian would use them to focus their 
mind whilst praying to God.

Jews might use the symbol of light to represent their beliefs in God.  The Menorah or Channukiah 
is lit during the festival of Channukah to remind Jews of the miracle of this story.  Light 
represents the presence of God or "good" in the synagogue which is why there is always an 
everlasting light or Ner Tamid lit.  In addition, Jewish men might wear a Tallit or Tefillim during 
worship- both items represent a key belief about God.  The Tefillim contains the Shema which sets 
out the core beliefs of God for Jews.

EXAMPLE ANSWER TO QUESTION b.)
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question c
(c) Give two reasons why a religious believer might agree or disagree with this statement. (AO2) 4
Reference must be made to the AO2 Question (c) Level Descriptor.
Reasons can be for or against the quotation or one for and one against.
Reasons that may be given and explained include:
• Many people appear to have no religious beliefs
• Many people appear to have no religious affiliation
• Many people never attend a place of worship
• Many people hold deeply held religious beliefs
• Many people have a religious affiliation
• Many people regularly attend a place of worship
• UK is a pluralist society with many different religious traditions
• Many people who are not practising members of a religious community still adhere to many of the values and 
teachings of religious traditions 'British society is secular.'
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Again I would expect them to use QMA either from a quote or a key word and they must be 
specific about which religion so should write Christian or Jewish not religious believer.

Christians might agree with this statement because fewer people attend church regularly or follow 
rules such as chastity.  The laws and government of Britain is also not religious which agrees with 
the statement.

Christians might disagree with this statement because there are historical links between Christian 
rules such as the 10 commandments and non-religious laws of the country.  So whilst we have a 
non-religious government, the links mean society isn't totally secular.

Jews might agree with this statement because their lifestyle is completely different from the 
traditionally British one.  They might say their rules such as kosher meat or shabbat rules are in 
conflict with the secular society they live in.

EXAMPLE ANSWER TO QUESTION c.)
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question d(d) Explain from two different religious traditions how people respond to
God. (AO1) 6
Reference must be made to the AO1 Question (d) Level Descriptor.
Any appropriate answers should be given credit, as any of the religious traditions specified can be chosen and pupils 
may be answering from their own tradition. If Assistant Examiners have any doubts concerning the awarding of marks 
they should consult with their Team Leader.
Where the names of religious tradition are incorrect, but the information is accurate – credit up to a maximum of 
Level 4:5 marks. In an answer requiring two religious traditions or teachings, where one part is comprehensive (and 
would be worthy of a Level 4 on its own) but the other is weak (and worth a Level 1 or 2 on its own) award a Level 3 
for the whole, and 3 or 4 marks accordingly.
Answers may well refer to the following sorts of points:

Christianity
(For candidates answering from Christianity alone, it is expected they acknowledge where there are any 
differences/similarities within Christian traditions).

• Christians may respond through public worship in a church/chapel
• Respond through private prayer
• Observe Sunday as a special day
• Trying to live a devout life
• Following the teachings of the Bible
• Anglicans may respond by celebrating the Eucharist

Roman Catholic
• May respond by attending the celebration of the Mass

Judaism
• Jews may worship in a synagogue
• Worship God through Shabbat prayers
• Worship God through daily prayer
• Worship through religious celebrations
• Through reading the Torah
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You need to have written the name of the religious tradition they are answering for.  Ideally they 
will use Christianity or Judaism, but if they have put Jewish I would accept it. 

Christianity.  Christians respond to God through worship, such as the Eucharist and through prayer.  
This commitment to formal worship is a valuable response for most Christian groups, but some 
consider it an obligation.  They would also respond to God through their behaviour and actions.  
Treating other people with compassion and forgiveness is a key belief of Christians which allows 
them to respond to God.  Showing other people agape- unconditional love- is way of responding to 
God every day.

OR- Christians might respond to God by dedicating their life to sharing His word.  This could be via 
a vocation such as being a priest, or through charitable work and helping others.  A nurse for 
example could respond to God through his/her caring commitment to the patients.  Going on a 
mission to a developing country is one way of responding to God, another might be completing a 
pilgrimage to somewhere like Bethlehem.
 

Judaism.  Jews respond to God through their lifestyle.  Being Jewish is more than worshipping in a 
synagogue, it involves following rules which impact on what they can and can't eat.  Following the 
Kosher food rules is a clear way for a Jew to show their commitment to God and allows them to 
respond to their side of the covenant they have with Him.  In addition a Jew will attend worship in 
a synagogue, follow celebrations such as Brit Milah and Bar Mitzvah to respond to God.

EXAMPLE ANSWER TO QUESTION d.)
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question e
 (e) 'Worshipping God is the most important part of religion.' Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your 
answer, showing that you have thought of more than one point of view.
You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer. (AO2) 8

Reference must be made to the AO2 Question (e) Level Descriptor.
Candidates should be expected to follow the rubric clearly.
Candidates achieving the higher levels should be including appropriate religious and moral reasoning in their answers.
Points that could be discussed include:

• Worship of God is what religion is about
• Worship of God is regarded as the most important part of religious activity
• Other parts of religion such as moral codes are very important
• The daily rituals of religion are very important
• Worship of God is only one small part of religion
• Following in the footsteps of a religious founder is a focus for some religious believers
• Buddhists do not worship God
• Rites of passage are an important part of religion
• Credit appropriate examples of religious activity
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This answer has used quotes, key words and explained them.  Each POV has been clearly explained with reasons and/or 
examples.  To get the 
top marks they have also included IMPACT.

EXAMPLE ANSWER TO QUESTION e.)
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Transplanted lungs were cancerous




A soldier died after being given a lung transplant that developed cancer


A British soldier died after he was given a pair of cancerous lungs in a transplant. 


Cpl Matthew Millington, 31, had the transplant after he fell seriously ill. 


But less than a year later the soldier, from Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire, died after it transpired he had been given cancerous lungs from a donor who had smoked. 


An inquest last week heard he died of complications of transplant surgery and immuno-suppressive drug treatment, it has been reported. 


Cpl Millington, who served in the Queen's Royal Lancers, was serving in Iraq in 2005 when he was diagnosed with an incurable condition and told he would die unless he had a transplant. 


He received a double lung transplant in April 2007 at the Papworth Hospital - the UK's largest specialist cardiothoracic hospital. 


But doctors discovered a tumour in the new lungs and despite radiotherapy, Cpl Millington died in February last year, just 10 months after the supposedly life-saving operation. 


A spokeswoman for Papworth Hospital said it was an extremely rare case. She said: "Papworth Hospital has a very strong track record of high quality outcomes and this is an extremely rare case. Patients who are accepted on to the transplant waiting list have no other option open to them, however, we must stress that all donor organs are screened rigorously prior to transplantation. 


"Using lungs from donors who have smoked in the past is not unusual. During 2008/09 146 lung transplants were carried out in the UK. During the same period 84 people died on the waiting list. If we had a policy that said we did not use the lungs of those who had smoked, then the number of lung transplants carried out would have been significantly lower." 
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http://www.organdonation.nhs.uk/ukt/newsroom/life_stories/life_stories.jsp?lsCategories=waiting&Submit=go
http://www.organdonation.nhs.uk/ukt/newsroom/fact_sheets/religious_leaflets/general_religious_leaflet_2009.pdf









		This is a campaign poster. 

		What do you think the campaign was about? 









Organ Transplantation

L.O’s: 



		To understand what organ transplant is. 

		To consider the Christian and Muslim views of Organ Transplant.









ER clip! (Series 8)











What is it? 

		Organ donation is the gift of an organ to help someone else who needs a transplant. 

		Hundreds of people’s lives are saved each year by the generosity of organ donation. 

		The organs taken after death are then transplanted into the body of someone desperately needing them! 



What is this for?







When were the first organ transplants?



		The first successful kidney transplant was in 1954. The first heart transplant took place in 1967.  









What organs can be transplanted?



		Kidneys, heart, liver, lungs, pancreas and the small bowel can all be transplanted.

		Tissue and bone can also be used. 









Do you think people should choose? 

		In Spain they have an opt out system for Organ Transplantation? 

		Do you think this is a better system than what we have in the UK?

		Discuss with your partner! 









What, when, and how! 

		What is organ transplantation and what organs can be used? 

		When did was the first organ transplant? 

		How does organ transplantation take place? 





2 minutes to answer these in your books! 







Christianity

		Throughout his life Jesus taught people to love one another and he proved his love for the world upon the cross. 

		It seems in keeping with this that Christians consider organ donation as a genuine act of love and a way of following Jesus’ example. 

		Christians feel it to be a generous and loving thing to do! 



"Do onto others as you would wish them do onto you." Matthews Gospel







		Sacrifice and helping others are important themes in the bible.  which teaches the principle of seeking for others what you hope others would do for you. 

		It is not a rule for Christians that their organ’s have to be donated -  however it is generally seen as a loving thing to do! 

		Jehovah’s witnesses – agree with organ transplantation, but all blood must be drained from the organ before it is transplanted! 









Islam

In 1996 the Muslim Law (Shariah) Council UK issued a fatwa (religious opinion) on organ donation. The council resolved that: 



		The council supports organ transplantation as a means of alleviating pain or saving life.

		Muslims may carry donor cards 

		The next of kin of a dead person, in the absence of a card or an expressed wish to donate their organs, may give permission to obtain organs from the body to save other people’s lives. 











		Normally, violating the human body, whether living or dead, is forbidden in Islam – but the Shariah believes this can be overruled when saving another person’s life. 

		However there are also a significant number of Muslim scholars who believe that organ donation is not permissible .

		Both viewpoints take their evidence from the Qur’an and the Ahaadith and therefore individual Muslims should make a decision according to their understanding of the Shariah or seek advice from their local Imam or scholar. 









Medical Journal entry

		Using the frame provided

		Fill in your medical entry

		Remember to include differences within the religions.

		For example: Do all Muslims think the same? What do Jehovah witnesses believe? 









Jeopardy! 

		Use the answer on the sheet to make specific questions that would only lead to that answer

		E.g. Organ donation

		‘What is the term for replacing organs?’
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Donor Card





It follows the example of Jesus. 





Heart, lungs, kidneys and liver





They agree, but all blood must be drained





In 1954





Some Muslims support it and some disagree with it





The Qur’an 





On the cross





‘Do unto others as you would have them do unto you’ Matthews Gospel





It’s similar to Jesus sacrificing himself
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Medical Journal

Entry: Religious views on Organ Donation 


Article by:       __________________________

Date of article:__________________________


Firstly, what is organ donation? 


What is the Christian viewpoint?


What is the Muslim viewpoint?  
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