
LOOKING FOR 
MEANING



S.V:
Revelation:

- Something shown or explained that was 
previously hidden, for 
example...Bible/Qur’an.

Afterlife:

- Where souls go when the body dies, for 
example, heaven

God:

- Ultimate being/creator of the world, for 
example, God.



Key Terms:
Symbolism:

- A sign which has a particular meaning, for 
example...the cross for Christians.

Community:

- A group of people with something in 
common, for example, church community.

Awe:

- Completely overwhelmed by a sense of 
God’s presence, for example, in a 
church/synagogue





Explain how religious believers 
might experience God (4)

• Prayer – communicating with God, in a 
church/synagogue

• Reading sacred texts – for example 
Bible/Torah, may believe God speaks to 
them through it.

• Worship – can be individual or as a 
group, singing worship songs, prayers, 
etc.



Explain how religious believers 
might respond to God (4)

• Prayer – communicating with God, in a 
church/synagogue

• Vocation – responding to God in terms 
of your job or career, for example, 
priest/Rabbi, working for a charity, etc.

• Pilgrimage – Christians go to Lourdes.

http://theinterviewwithgod.com/popup-
frame.html



Explain how religious believers might use 
symbols to express beliefs about God. (4)

• Christians may use the Trinity (God the 
Father, Son & Holy Spirit). This shows the 
3 parts of God’s character: Father –
creator of the world, Son – Jesus, Holy 
Spirit – God’s power on earth.

• Jews use the Mezuzah. – the Mezuzah case 
is found on the front door of many Jewish 
homes. It contains the words of the first 
two verses of the Shema, it reminds Jews 
of the oneness of God, and of his presence 
as they go about their daily lives.



Explain why many religious believers use 
symbols and images to describe God. (4)

• Impossible to describe God in normal 
human language, symbols help you to 
explain something meaningful.

• Symbols can be easier to understand, 
help to explain something, good for the 
young.

• Can be useful in worship, for example, 
cross or crucifix.



Describe the teachings about the 
afterlife from two different religious 

traditions (6)
Christianity
• Believe in life after death.
• Only God knows the time you are going to die.
• Heaven (party or banquet) & hell (opposite of heaven)
• Judgement Day.
• Judged on how treated others & what believed.
• God going to judge you.
• Eternal life.
• Spiritual existence.
• Worship God in heaven.



Describe the teachings about the 
afterlife from two different religious 

traditions (6)

Judaism

Resurrection of soul and body is a part of 
most Jewish ideas about life after 
death.

Everyone will be judged and those who led 
good lives will be close to God; others 
will be purified in hell.



Explain the funeral rites from two 
religious traditions (6)

• Christianity:
• Resurrection is the main theme.
• Vicar wears white – symbol of resurrection.
• Service starts “I am the resurrection & life.”
• Prefer burial. 
• Coffin sprinkled with holy water.
• If cremated – ashes scattered.
• Holy Communion.
• Bible readings.
• Hymns or worship songs.
• Priest talks about person’s life.
• Service ends “Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to 

dust.”



Explain the funeral rites from two 
religious traditions (6)

• Judaism

• Sometimes a Tallit (prayer shawl) with one of 
the fringes cut is placed over the body.

• Funerals usually take place within 24 hours of 
death.

• Prayers and psalms will be read, and each 
person may put a spadeful of earth in the 
grave, a symbol of returning to the earth.



Explain two reasons why religious 
believers believe in an afterlife. (4)

• It is written in the Bible/Torah– word 
of God – meant to be believed.

• Gives life meaning & purpose –
rewarded/punished – heaven/hell.

• Christians believe Jesus resurrected 
therefore afterlife.



Explain two reasons religious believers 
might give for believing in God. (4)

• Upbringing/family – if brought up to 
believe in God and taken to 
church/Torah, Sunday school then may 
be more likely to believe in God.

• Creation of the world – evidence of 
design in the world – Paley & his watch. 
(If something has been designed it must 
have a designer.



Describe the teachings about the 
afterlife from two different religious 

traditions (6)
Christianity
• Believe in life after death.
• Only God knows the time you are going to die.
• Heaven (party or banquet) & hell (opposite of heaven)
• Judgement Day.
• Judged on how treated others & what believed.
• God going to judge you.
• Eternal life.
• Spiritual existence.
• Worship God in heaven.



Explain two reasons for people not 
believing in God. (4)

• Upbringing/family – if brought up not to 
believe in God, not taken to 
church/Torah, etc may be more likely 
not to believe in God.

• Creation of the world – Big Bang & 
Evolution – may believe created by 
scientific reasons and not by God.



What is the value of religion in a secular society?

• Religious beliefs are timeless and will always be 
relevant to the believer.

• Religion can bind communities and people together.
• Religion has produced great works of art.
• Religion has often inspired courage and self 

sacrifice.
• But...Britain is more secular. Fewer people worship.
• Education & government in UK are not led by 

religion. However many laws are based on the Ten 
Commandments

• Society has changed since the holy books were 
written.

• Many traditions have changed, Sunday trading, 
shops open on Christmas day.



• Omniscient

• Omnipotent

• Omnipresent

• Trinity  
•

• Lord Redemeer



Quotes for Judaism

• “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord”

• “Love the lord your God with all your soul and 
might”

• “Do not worship idols”





Quotes for Christianity

• “We Believe in the resurrection of the body 
and life everlasting”

• “For God loved the world so much that he 
gave His only son”

• “God will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes. There will be no more death, sadness, 
crying or pain. “


