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Read through my comments and write a response.

eg

I don't understand what you want me to do

Can you help me to do this Miss please?

I know what you are saying and I will try to do this 
from now on.

THEN- tick/cross you target at the back of your 
book and add a new one for term 5.
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ALL- will be able to explain organ donation
MOST- will be able to give their own opinion on the idea of compulsory 
donor scheme
SOME- will be able to give a religious opinion on the lesson
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23.04.14
Organ Transplant

L/O- to debate the process of organ 
donation and the need for more donors

donoras donors

dawcaдонор
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Discuss the current system for 
donors.

What is compulsory donor scheme?

Which system do you think would be 
fairer?

http://www.organdonation.nhs.uk/ukt/default.jsp

http://www.organdonation.nhs.uk/ukt/default.jsp
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CHRISTIAN BELIEFS-

No teaching about organ donation.  Up to individual.  Some Christians 
believe that over intervention from Doctors is against God's plan, but 
most feel God has given us the gift of medicine and wants us to use it.

JEWISH BELIEFS-

Orthodox Jews believe that a body should be complete for burial and 
so do not agree with donation.  They believe God will resurrect the 
dead in the future and if we are not complete that cannot happen.
Reform/Liberal Jews believe that Pikuach Nefesh (saving life) is more 
important than anything else and so are in favour of donation.  They 
see it as an individual's decision.



Lesson 7 organ donation.notebook

6

April 23, 2014

Apr 2308:48

A British soldier died after he was given a pair of cancerous lungs in a transplant. 
Cpl Matthew Millington, 31, had the transplant after he fell seriously ill. 
But less than a year later the soldier, from Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire, died after it transpired he had been given cancerous lungs from a 
donor who had smoked. 
An inquest last week heard he died of complications of transplant surgery and immuno-suppressive drug treatment, it has been reported. 
Cpl Millington, who served in the Queen's Royal Lancers, was serving in Iraq in 2005 when he was diagnosed with an incurable condition and told 
he would die unless he had a transplant. 
He received a double lung transplant in April 2007 at the Papworth Hospital - the UK's largest specialist cardiothoracic hospital. 
But doctors discovered a tumour in the new lungs and despite radiotherapy, Cpl Millington died in February last year, just 10 months after the 
supposedly life-saving operation. 
A spokeswoman for Papworth Hospital said it was an extremely rare case. She said: "Papworth Hospital has a very strong track record of high 
quality outcomes and this is an extremely rare case. Patients who are accepted on to the transplant waiting list have no other option open to 
them, however, we must stress that all donor organs are screened rigorously prior to transplantation. 
"Using lungs from donors who have smoked in the past is not unusual. During 2008/09 146 lung transplants were carried out in the UK. During 
the same period 84 people died on the waiting list. If we had a policy that said we did not use the lungs of those who had smoked, then the 
number of lung transplants carried out would have been significantly lower." 

http://living.aol.co.uk/health/health-fitness-news/transplanted-lungs-were-cancerous/article/20091011190535640641729?icid=main|main|dl1|link6|http%3a%2f%2fliving.aol.co.uk%2fhealth%2fhealth-fitness-news%2ftransplanted-lungs-were-cancerous%2farticle%2f20091011190535640641729" \t "_blank
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In groups, read through the story about the soldier who died from 
lung cancer after receiving donated lungs from a smoker.

What went wrong?
How could it have been avoided?
Were doctors right to give him these lungs?
How else could they have helped him?
How would compulsory donor scheme have saved him?
How would being religious affect someone's thoughts on this?
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Would you set any restrictions on the recipients of 
organs?

eg alcoholics?

Would you repossess the organ!?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jl9Nvg4yuus

Watch this clip about "repossessing" organs when people don't keep up payment!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jl9nvg4yuus
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Produce a poster and campaign statement to share with the class on 
your opinion on the issue of organ donors.  If you became the 
government, how would you change things?

Use the real life stories to inform your campaign.

Also refer to the religious teaching and provide a religious perspective.
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Organ donation should be mandatory. (this means everyone has 
to do it)

Do you agree?  

Use WAWOS to help you.
W-what is the statement
A-agree or not
W-why, 2 reasons
O-on the other hand, 2 reasons
S- sum up
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HW-

Use the website to research how someone becomes a donor.

Discuss with your family what they think about becoming a donor.

http://www.organdonation.nhs.uk/ukt/default.jsp

http://www.organdonation.nhs.uk/ukt/default.jsp
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Transplanted lungs were cancerous




A soldier died after being given a lung transplant that developed cancer


A British soldier died after he was given a pair of cancerous lungs in a transplant. 


Cpl Matthew Millington, 31, had the transplant after he fell seriously ill. 


But less than a year later the soldier, from Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire, died after it transpired he had been given cancerous lungs from a donor who had smoked. 


An inquest last week heard he died of complications of transplant surgery and immuno-suppressive drug treatment, it has been reported. 


Cpl Millington, who served in the Queen's Royal Lancers, was serving in Iraq in 2005 when he was diagnosed with an incurable condition and told he would die unless he had a transplant. 


He received a double lung transplant in April 2007 at the Papworth Hospital - the UK's largest specialist cardiothoracic hospital. 


But doctors discovered a tumour in the new lungs and despite radiotherapy, Cpl Millington died in February last year, just 10 months after the supposedly life-saving operation. 


A spokeswoman for Papworth Hospital said it was an extremely rare case. She said: "Papworth Hospital has a very strong track record of high quality outcomes and this is an extremely rare case. Patients who are accepted on to the transplant waiting list have no other option open to them, however, we must stress that all donor organs are screened rigorously prior to transplantation. 


"Using lungs from donors who have smoked in the past is not unusual. During 2008/09 146 lung transplants were carried out in the UK. During the same period 84 people died on the waiting list. If we had a policy that said we did not use the lungs of those who had smoked, then the number of lung transplants carried out would have been significantly lower." 

SMART Notebook


Russell Truelove



A former mechanical engineer is on the transplant list waiting for a new heart after collapsing on the football pitch with a suspected heart attack. 


Russell Truelove, aged 50, was playing for his local village team – Pontlliw FC – when he was stretchered off 15 years ago. 


He was rushed to Morriston Hospital in Swansea and survived – thanks to the excellent medical care he received when he arrived. 


The collapse marked the beginning of a long wait for a new heart. Russell was finally put on the transplant list at Papworth Hospital in April after his condition deteriorated. 


He said: “I had been playing sport all my life until I began to really struggle with my fitness. 


“I was playing for my local village team when I collapsed on the football field and had to be stretchered off.” 


Russell, of Swansea Road, Pontlliw, worked for the titanium metals company Timet UK in Swansea until he was pensioned off because of his medical condition. 


For the past nine years, Russell has lived with an ICD implantable cardiac defibrillator fitted next to his heart to ensure that it never stops beating. 


But the six-feet tall, 14 stone burly Welshman says his heart condition has had a huge impact on his life since consultants diagnosed his condition. 


“It dramatically restricts my movements,” said Russell, who is married to Areerat, and has one daughter, Rattawan, aged nine. 


“Every time I leave Swansea I have to telephone Papworth Hospital to tell them where I am going and for how long. 


“I have been put on the transplant list but I’ve been told that I’m not a good candidate because of blood group, my size and weight. 


“It is going to be difficult to find me a new heart except from someone close to my own size. It is all quite worrying for me and my family.” 


Because Russell’s health has deteriorated, he now catches more colds and other viruses, and also suffers from depression. 


“I am quite fed up because I am feeling ill all the time. I used to be such an active person all my life and now I can barely do a thing. Some days I hardly walk. 


“People come up to me and think that I look healthy but it is all internal. I just have to do my best and get on with it.” 


Now Russell is hoping that more organ donors will come forward to join the NHS Organ Donor Register. 


He believes that a dramatic increase in the 15.7 million already signed up will give him a better chance of gaining the new heart he so desperately needs.
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The Sherwin Family

Maggie Sherwin watched her young son Dilan's life pass away at the end of a hospital bedside vigil after the youngster was involved in a road accident.


But as she and her husband Simon came to terms with losing Dilan, they decided that the six year-old's death should not be in vain and the devastated couple donated their child's organs to help save others.


Maggie, of Leeds, said: "We had seen a programme about organ transplantation on a television in the ward when we were sitting with Dilan. He was very badly injured and unconscious and we began talking about what we should do if he died.


"Dilan was a very caring little boy. Whenever he saw something on the television about children in hospital - he called them "the poorly children" - he would run and ask me what we could do for them.


"It was that side of his nature which made it easier for us to take the decision to donate his organs. It was also a help to us to be able to sit and tell Dilan all about it."


The youngster suffered brain damage in the accident on 18 December 2001 and died on New Year's Eve. 


"We had constantly talked to him as we sat at his bedside and we both knew deep down that he couldn't hear us and would not have been able to understand us fully even if he could. But we both knew he would agree. He was going to be able to do something to help the 'poorly children' at last."


One of Dilan's kidneys was transplanted into a 39 year-old woman from Manchester and a London boy aged five received his heart. Both are doing well and Maggie recently received a card from the boy. 


"It made me really happy to get that card. There was nothing we could have done to save Dilan's life but it is really rewarding to know he helped some other little lad to live.


"I find a lot of comfort in knowing that if Dilan was not to have a full life then at least another little boy will have the chance," said Maggie.


SMART Notebook


Liz Waite

A day in the life of a Donor Transplant Co-ordinator



Liz Waite is one of eight donor transplant co-ordinators covering the central belt of Scotland.


As a donor transplant co-ordinator, the process commences with the request for organ donation and support of the donor family. It continues with the on-going management of the donor and subsequent organisation of the retrieval process, including allocation of the donated organs. The transplant co-ordinator then provides follow-up information and support for the relatives and staff involved. 


We are an important resource in education and have a large commitment to the teaching of other healthcare professionals and members of the public in aspects of organ donation and transplantation.


08.30: Arrive at Edinburgh office and start the day catching up on e-mails and paperwork. 


09.30: Head to the Intensive Care Unit at the Western General Hospital in Edinburgh, where I have a meeting with the clinical director and senior nurse to discuss the figures in relation to the Potential Donor Audit over the last three months. Audit is an important part of our job in assessing potential and actual donor numbers especially within this regional neuro-unit.


10.30: Have coffee with the staff from Intensive Care, an excellent opportunity for me to catch up with colleagues and old friends. My background in nursing included being a charge nurse within this unit.


11.15: Leave the Western and head back to my office in the Royal Infirmary. Take time to complete my preparation for a lecture I am giving to the hospital at night practitioner course at 1.30pm.


12.45: Lunchtime – have a working break, and a chance to catch up with colleagues.


13.30: As education is a significant part of a transplant co-ordinator’s role, I am now going to speak to health professionals about approaching bereaved families and discussing organ and tissue donation.


14.30: Above talk finished. As I am heading back to the office my pager goes off.


I respond to the call and discuss with the consultant anaesthetist the patient he has referred as a potential non-heart beating donor.


After gathering up my things I head off to my car and head to the referring unit. The journey will take approximately one hour depending on traffic.


15.20: Arrive at the referring hospital and eventually find a parking space. On arrival to the unit I meet with medical and nursing staff caring for the patient.


Having taken time to familiarise myself with the current situation and patient history, the consultant then asks me to discuss with the family organ and tissue donation.


16.00: The family are waiting to speak with me, along with the nurse caring for the patient and the consultant in charge. This is the most important part of my role when I am able to ask the family for their authorisation as regards donation. I also discuss and assure the family that the retrieval operation is performed with dignity and respect by the transplant team who will attend the hospital. We have a very detailed discussion concerning which organs and tissues will be donated, the patient’s past medical history and the follow-up service we provide. 


17.00: The next two hours are spent gathering information about the potential organ donor, taking blood for tissue typing and virus checking, and supporting the family. When all the information is complete I contact UK Transplant, the specialist health authority with responsibility for organ and tissue donation and transplantation and a division of the newly reformed NHS Blood and Transplant. 


The duty office will take details and inform the co-ordinator, which transplant centres in the UK to contact for organ allocation. UK Transplant holds the names of everyone in the UK who is waiting for a transplant. The system in place can immediately work out which centre or patient should be offered an organ. As there are no super-urgent patients (those patients who are so ill they need a transplant within 72 hours), the liver team in Edinburgh is called to offer a life-saving transplant to someone in Scotland.


19.00: The recipient transplant co-ordinator for the liver team is contacted, they organise for the transplant team to come to the hospital to remove the liver, kidneys and pancreas. Unfortunately the lungs are clinically unsuitable to donate. The family have not given authorisation for tissue donation. The donor hospital theatre team is also contacted to make arrangements for the retrieval operation.


21.00: Having spoken with the recipient co-ordinators from the hospitals who have accepted organs, I am now able to discuss with the intensive care team a time to withdraw therapy on the patient and if death occurs within two and a half hours from withdrawal non-heart beating donation can proceed.


21.30: I am informed that the retrieval team are ready and set up in theatre. At this point I now take time to discuss everything again with the family and ascertain that they understand and are comfortable with everything. We have agreed that I will phone them tomorrow after the retrieval has taken place to let them know which organs were transplanted. The family are very supportive of organ donation and are really hoping that their son’s organs can help other people.


22.00: The donor patient is taken off all therapy and dies within twenty minutes. The doctor certifies death after five minutes since the patient’s heart stopped beating and I then offer the family a further five minutes with their son before going to theatre. The family do not take their five minutes, as they want me to go straight to theatre so the organs can be retrieved.


22.30: The retrieval operation starts and, like all operating procedures, is performed under sterile conditions. The procedure will take two to three hours. A special preservation fluid is passed through the donated organs, as they will not have a blood supply until transplanted. The liver and kidneys were retrieved and transplanted within 12 hours.


02.00: The surgeons have finished the operation and, along with the theatre staff, we perform “last offices”. This involves washing and dressing the patient, in preparation for transfer to the hospital mortuary. I also take hair locks from the patient as the family wanted their own “keepsakes”.


04.00: Now back in the Intensive Care Unit completing all my paperwork and documenting the retrieval procedure in the patient’s case notes. At this time I am able to let the Intensive Care staff know which organs were donated and thank them for all their help and support over the day.


05.00: I am now on my way home to bed after a busy challenging day. 


06.00: Arrive home and go to bed.


08.30: Awake with the pager and a corneal donor referral from the local hospice. Discuss details with the nurse and agree that I will hand over to my colleagues at 09.00 who will then take this forward with the family.


09.00: Hand over to my colleague and then take time to phone the family from my non-heart beating donor patient. I am pleased to be able to inform them that the liver and kidneys have been transplanted. They are grateful to receive this information and I have agreed to write to them soon, giving information about the people who received a transplant because of their generosity.


It is incredible how families at a time of such grief are able to consider transplantation for others and for me it is a privilege to work with these families. 


SMART Notebook


Emily Thackray

Emily was born with cystic fibrosis (CF), a progressive disease causing chronic respiratory and digestive problems. She has battled the illness her whole life but last year she was told her only hope of survival would be a double lung transplant – and was added to the transplant list. 


Due to the current waiting times, there is a 50% chance she won’t get the transplant in time.


In the meantime, doctors have instructed her simply to get as much rest as possible. But as a seasoned campaigner, she won’t rest idle: "I spent much of my early life raising awareness of cystic fibrosis. Now I intend to channel as much energy into raising awareness of organ donation and transplantation."


In her capacity as Cystic Fibrosis Ambassador, Emily has been involved in some pretty high brow events; last year she presented a talk on CF at Downing Street to an audience of ministers including Gordon Brown. More recently she met Princess Alexandra at St James' Palace and regularly puts her acting talents to good use, staging revues with her musician boyfriend in her home town, Epsom.


every student should be able to make an informed choice about becoming a donor


During the term-time Emily lives and studies in Bristol sharing a house with friends, much as anyone else. However, university life with cystic fibrosis is a daily challenge – a short walk leaves her breathless and exhausted. Fortunately, fellow students are only too happy to help.


“I’m lucky to have friends who are so supportive – they would take me out in the wheelchair without a second thought.”


Emily is a member of University of Bristol Organ Donor Society (UBODS ), a society which runs its own campaigns and series of events, including the annual dinner dance which is attended by both students and lecturers.


The aim of UBODS is to ensure that “every single student has the ability to make an informed choice about whether to become a donor”.


“I’m willing to do what it takes to get people signing up. So many people at university haven’t even heard of the Organ Donor Register. I want to do everything I can to try and change that.”


Update: This life story was written in 2004. In January 2007, and with just weeks to live, Emily finally underwent a double lung transplant thanks to the kindness and generosity of a donor. She was discharged on March 16 and is now living the normal life had dreamt of for so long. 


“Words cannot express my gratitude to my donor and their family; I was determined to live but all my hopes and dreams depended on their decision. They have saved my life,” said Emily. 


SMART Notebook




Organ donation and
religious perspectives


0300 123 23 23
www.organdonation.nhs.uk


For more information:


Produced by NHS Blood and Transplant 2009


NHS Organ Donor Register
The NHS Organ Donor Register records the details 
of those who want to donate and makes it possible 
for those who need an organ to receive one. 
Anyone can register. Organs and tissue from people 
in their 70s and 80s are transplanted successfully.


Doctors and nurses are committed to doing 
everything possible to save life and organs are 
only removed for transplantation once all attempts 
to save life have failed and the patient has died. 
Most donated organs come from people who die 
while on a ventilator in an intensive care unit, after 
having suffered a severe brain injury.


By joining the register you are giving your 
agreement to your organs and tissue being used 
for transplantation to save or enhance the lives of 
others after your death. Please tell those closest to 
you that you have registered so they can confirm 
your wishes. 


NHS Blood and Transplant would like to thank the 
following organisations for their help in researching 
and producing this leaflet:


The Church of England, Council of African & 
Afro-Caribbean Churches, College of Health Care 
Chaplains, National Council of Hindu Temples, The 
Interfaith Network for the UK, Network of Buddhist 
Organisations UK, Network of Sikh Organisations UK, 
the Methodist, Baptist and Catholic Churches, Muslim 
Council of Britian, Muslim College, Chief Rabbi UK.


their local Imam or scholar.


The Muslim Law Council UK fatwa draws on one of 
the basic aims of the Muslim faith: “Whosoever saves 
the life of one person it would be as if he saved the life 
of all mankind”, Holy Qur’an, chapter 5:32.


Judaism and organ donation
In principle, Judaism supports and encourages organ 
donation in order to save lives (pikuach nefesh).


This principle can sometimes override the strong 
objections to any unnecessary interference with the 
body after death, and the requirement for immediate 
burial of the complete body.


As all cases are different, Jewish law requires 
consultation with a competent Rabbinic authority 
before consent is granted.


For more information please contact the Office of 
the Chief Rabbi, or another competent Halachic 
authority.“One who saves a single life – it is as if he 
has saved an entire world.” Pirke D’Rav Eliezer,  
chapter 48.


Sikhism and organ donation
Sikh philosophy and teachings place great emphasis 
on the importance of giving and putting others before 
oneself.


It also stresses the importance of performing noble 
deeds and there are many examples of selfless giving 
and sacrifice in Sikh teachings by the ten Gurus and 
other Sikhs.


Sikhs believe life after death is a continuous cycle of 
rebirth but the physical body is not needed in this 
cycle – a person’s soul is their real essence. “The dead 
sustain their bond with the living through virtuous 
deed.” Guru Nanak, Guru Granth Sahib, p143.


The last act of giving and helping others through 
organ donation is both consistent with and in the spirit 
of Sikh teachings.


organ and limb transplants. “it is said that the soul 
is invisible...knowing this you should not grieve for 
the body”, Bhagavad Gita, chapter 2:25.


Islam and organ donation
In 1995 the Muslim Law (Shariah) Council UK 
issued a fatwa (religious opinion) on organ 
donation. The council resolved that:


• The council supports organ 
transplantation as a means of alleviating 
pain or saving life on the basis of the 
rules of the Shariah.


• Muslims may carry donor cards.


• The next of kin of a dead person, in 
the absence of a card or an expressed 
wish to donate their organs, may give 
permission to obtain organs from the 
body to save other people’s lives.


The fatwa is based on the Islamic principle of 
al-darurat tubih al-mahzurat (necessities overrule 
prohibition). Normally, violating the human body, 
whether living or dead, is forbidden in Islam – but 
the Shariah believes this can be overruled when 
saving another person’s life.


However there are also a significant number of 
Muslim scholars who believe that organ donation 
is not permissible and hold the view that this does 
not fall under the criteria of the Islamic principle of 
al-darurat tubih al-mahzurat (necessities overrule 
prohibition) due to other overriding Islamic 
principles.


Both viewpoints take their evidence from the 
Qur’an and the Ahaadith and therefore individual 
Muslims should make a decision according to their 
understanding of the Shariah or seek advice from 
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Organ donation
Organ Transplants are the only hope for people 
with organ failure. Every day nine lives are saved 
through receiving an organ transplant but three 
more die because there aren’t enough organs 
available. 


Some people are not sure whether their religion
would prevent them from agreeing to donate
their organs after their death – yet all the major
religions in the UK support the principles of
organ donation and transplantation.


It is important that people from all backgrounds
donate organs, as there is a much better success
rate when transplants are carried out within the
same ethnic group. Black and Asian people are
three times as likely to need a kidney transplant
than white people, so there is an even greater
need for more black and Asian donors.


What is organ donation?
Organ donation is the removal of organs from 
a person who has recently died, or from a living 
donor, for the purpose of transplantation. Organs 
that can be donated after death are the heart, lung,
kidney, liver, pancreas and small bowel. Skin, bone, 
heart valves and corneas can also be used to help 
others.


 


Living donation
You can donate a whole kidney and sections 
of the lung, liver, pancreas and intestine while 
still living. Nearly one in three of all kidney 
transplants are from a living donor. You can lead 
a completely normal life with only one kidney. 
Kidney’s transplanted from living donors have a 
better chance of long-term survival than those 
transplanted from people who have died. 


Organ donation and religion
All the major religions of the UK support the
principles of organ donation and transplantation. 
However, within each religion there are different 
schools of thought, which means that views may 
differ. All the major religions accept that organ 
donation is an individual choice.


This leaflet offers a brief guide to religious 
viewpoints regarding organ donation. If you have 
any doubts, you should discuss them with your 
spiritual or religious leader.


Buddhism and organ donation
There are no injunctions in Buddhism for or
against organ donation.


The death process of an individual is viewed as
a very important time that should be treated
with the greatest care and respect. In some
traditions, the moment of death is defined
according to criteria which differ from those of
modern Western medicine, and there are
differing views as to the acceptability of organ
transplantation. The needs and wishes of the
dying person must not be compromised by the
wish to save a life. Each decision will depend on
individual circumstances.


Central to Buddhism is a wish to relieve suffering 
and there may be circumstances where organ 
donation may be seen as an act of generosity. 
Where it is truly the wish of the dying person, it 
would be seen in that light. If there is doubt as 
to the teachings within the particular tradition to 
which a person belongs, expert guidance should be 
sought from a senior teacher within the tradition
concerned.


When he discovered a monk sick and uncared
for, the Buddha said to the other monks, “whoever 
would care for me, let him care for those who are 
sick”. Mahavagga VIII.26.1-8 Kucchivikara-vatthu 
The Monk with Dysentery. Translated from the Pali 
by Thanissaro Bhikkhu.


Christanity and organ donation
The Christian faith is based upon the revelation
of God in the life of Jesus Christ. Throughout his
life Jesus taught people to love one another and


he proved his love for the world upon the cross.
It seems in keeping with this that Christians
consider organ donation as a genuine act of love 
and a way of following Jesus’ example. This act of 
love then becomes part of a Christian discipleship 
or faith journey that is motivated by compassion 
to help someone else and demonstrates a sense of 
social responsibility.


Sacrifice and helping others are consistent themes 
in Christianity, which teaches the principle of 
seeking to do for others what you hope others 
would do for you. Enabling life to be lived as fully 
as possible is consistent with the teaching of the 
Son of God, Jesus Christ: “freely you have received, 
freely give”,Matthew, chapter 10:8t.


Christians should be encouraged to help others in
need. Discussing organ donation with family and 
friends is a responsible and thoughtful act.


Hinduism and organ donation
There are many references that support the concept 
of organ donation in Hindu scriptures. Daan is the 
original word in Sanskrit for donation meaning 
selfless giving. In the list of the ten Niyamas 
(virtuous acts) Daan comes third.


Life after death is a strong belief of Hindus and is 
an ongoing process of rebirth. The law of karma 
decides which way the soul will go in the next life.


Organ donation is an integral part of the Hindu way 
of life, as guided by the Vedas. That which sustains 
is accepted and promoted as Dharma (righteous 
living). Scientific treatises form an important part 
of the Vedas – Sage Charaka deals with internal 
medicine while Sage Sushruta includes features of 
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You can donate a whole kidney and sections 
of the lung, liver, pancreas and intestine while 
still living. Nearly one in three of all kidney 
transplants are from a living donor. You can lead 
a completely normal life with only one kidney. 
Kidney’s transplanted from living donors have a 
better chance of long-term survival than those 
transplanted from people who have died. 


Organ donation and religion
All the major religions of the UK support the
principles of organ donation and transplantation. 
However, within each religion there are different 
schools of thought, which means that views may 
differ. All the major religions accept that organ 
donation is an individual choice.


This leaflet offers a brief guide to religious 
viewpoints regarding organ donation. If you have 
any doubts, you should discuss them with your 
spiritual or religious leader.


Buddhism and organ donation
There are no injunctions in Buddhism for or
against organ donation.


The death process of an individual is viewed as
a very important time that should be treated
with the greatest care and respect. In some
traditions, the moment of death is defined
according to criteria which differ from those of
modern Western medicine, and there are
differing views as to the acceptability of organ
transplantation. The needs and wishes of the
dying person must not be compromised by the
wish to save a life. Each decision will depend on
individual circumstances.


Central to Buddhism is a wish to relieve suffering 
and there may be circumstances where organ 
donation may be seen as an act of generosity. 
Where it is truly the wish of the dying person, it 
would be seen in that light. If there is doubt as 
to the teachings within the particular tradition to 
which a person belongs, expert guidance should be 
sought from a senior teacher within the tradition
concerned.


When he discovered a monk sick and uncared
for, the Buddha said to the other monks, “whoever 
would care for me, let him care for those who are 
sick”. Mahavagga VIII.26.1-8 Kucchivikara-vatthu 
The Monk with Dysentery. Translated from the Pali 
by Thanissaro Bhikkhu.


Christanity and organ donation
The Christian faith is based upon the revelation
of God in the life of Jesus Christ. Throughout his
life Jesus taught people to love one another and


he proved his love for the world upon the cross.
It seems in keeping with this that Christians
consider organ donation as a genuine act of love 
and a way of following Jesus’ example. This act of 
love then becomes part of a Christian discipleship 
or faith journey that is motivated by compassion 
to help someone else and demonstrates a sense of 
social responsibility.


Sacrifice and helping others are consistent themes 
in Christianity, which teaches the principle of 
seeking to do for others what you hope others 
would do for you. Enabling life to be lived as fully 
as possible is consistent with the teaching of the 
Son of God, Jesus Christ: “freely you have received, 
freely give”,Matthew, chapter 10:8t.


Christians should be encouraged to help others in
need. Discussing organ donation with family and 
friends is a responsible and thoughtful act.


Hinduism and organ donation
There are many references that support the concept 
of organ donation in Hindu scriptures. Daan is the 
original word in Sanskrit for donation meaning 
selfless giving. In the list of the ten Niyamas 
(virtuous acts) Daan comes third.


Life after death is a strong belief of Hindus and is 
an ongoing process of rebirth. The law of karma 
decides which way the soul will go in the next life.


Organ donation is an integral part of the Hindu way 
of life, as guided by the Vedas. That which sustains 
is accepted and promoted as Dharma (righteous 
living). Scientific treatises form an important part 
of the Vedas – Sage Charaka deals with internal 
medicine while Sage Sushruta includes features of 
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NHS Organ Donor Register
The NHS Organ Donor Register records the details 
of those who want to donate and makes it possible 
for those who need an organ to receive one. 
Anyone can register. Organs and tissue from people 
in their 70s and 80s are transplanted successfully.


Doctors and nurses are committed to doing 
everything possible to save life and organs are 
only removed for transplantation once all attempts 
to save life have failed and the patient has died. 
Most donated organs come from people who die 
while on a ventilator in an intensive care unit, after 
having suffered a severe brain injury.


By joining the register you are giving your 
agreement to your organs and tissue being used 
for transplantation to save or enhance the lives of 
others after your death. Please tell those closest to 
you that you have registered so they can confirm 
your wishes. 


NHS Blood and Transplant would like to thank the 
following organisations for their help in researching 
and producing this leaflet:


The Church of England, Council of African & 
Afro-Caribbean Churches, College of Health Care 
Chaplains, National Council of Hindu Temples, The 
Interfaith Network for the UK, Network of Buddhist 
Organisations UK, Network of Sikh Organisations UK, 
the Methodist, Baptist and Catholic Churches, Muslim 
Council of Britian, Muslim College, Chief Rabbi UK.


their local Imam or scholar.


The Muslim Law Council UK fatwa draws on one of 
the basic aims of the Muslim faith: “Whosoever saves 
the life of one person it would be as if he saved the life 
of all mankind”, Holy Qur’an, chapter 5:32.


Judaism and organ donation
In principle, Judaism supports and encourages organ 
donation in order to save lives (pikuach nefesh).


This principle can sometimes override the strong 
objections to any unnecessary interference with the 
body after death, and the requirement for immediate 
burial of the complete body.


As all cases are different, Jewish law requires 
consultation with a competent Rabbinic authority 
before consent is granted.


For more information please contact the Office of 
the Chief Rabbi, or another competent Halachic 
authority.“One who saves a single life – it is as if he 
has saved an entire world.” Pirke D’Rav Eliezer,  
chapter 48.


Sikhism and organ donation
Sikh philosophy and teachings place great emphasis 
on the importance of giving and putting others before 
oneself.


It also stresses the importance of performing noble 
deeds and there are many examples of selfless giving 
and sacrifice in Sikh teachings by the ten Gurus and 
other Sikhs.


Sikhs believe life after death is a continuous cycle of 
rebirth but the physical body is not needed in this 
cycle – a person’s soul is their real essence. “The dead 
sustain their bond with the living through virtuous 
deed.” Guru Nanak, Guru Granth Sahib, p143.


The last act of giving and helping others through 
organ donation is both consistent with and in the spirit 
of Sikh teachings.


organ and limb transplants. “it is said that the soul 
is invisible...knowing this you should not grieve for 
the body”, Bhagavad Gita, chapter 2:25.


Islam and organ donation
In 1995 the Muslim Law (Shariah) Council UK 
issued a fatwa (religious opinion) on organ 
donation. The council resolved that:


• The council supports organ 
transplantation as a means of alleviating 
pain or saving life on the basis of the 
rules of the Shariah.


• Muslims may carry donor cards.


• The next of kin of a dead person, in 
the absence of a card or an expressed 
wish to donate their organs, may give 
permission to obtain organs from the 
body to save other people’s lives.


The fatwa is based on the Islamic principle of 
al-darurat tubih al-mahzurat (necessities overrule 
prohibition). Normally, violating the human body, 
whether living or dead, is forbidden in Islam – but 
the Shariah believes this can be overruled when 
saving another person’s life.


However there are also a significant number of 
Muslim scholars who believe that organ donation 
is not permissible and hold the view that this does 
not fall under the criteria of the Islamic principle of 
al-darurat tubih al-mahzurat (necessities overrule 
prohibition) due to other overriding Islamic 
principles.


Both viewpoints take their evidence from the 
Qur’an and the Ahaadith and therefore individual 
Muslims should make a decision according to their 
understanding of the Shariah or seek advice from 
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