
To revise the religion and state unit



Authority is when someone has the power or right to be a 
leader of others. Can you think of examples?



Religious Authorities



There are occasions when the authority of religion may 
conflict with the individual beliefs or personal convictions 
of religious believers.

Example- if someone accepts the religious idea of the 
sanctity of life, but also does not agree with suffering, 
they may struggle to reconcile their ideas about 
euthanasia.



The Government of most countries is a secular 
government; and many laws of the land are 
secular laws- they are devised by the secular 
government and enforced by the police and 
secular courts.



In some countries there is a partnership 
between the church or main religious group and 
the state authorities.

In Britain, the Church of England is the 
‘established church’, and as such has a right to 
speak and vote in matters of government, and 
the Queen is actually the Head of the Church. 
People also have a right to the ceremonies.



Religious believers accept that they have a duty to follow 
authority. There have been cases when authority has been 
wrong, such as when people have been used as slaves or 
treated differently, because of the colour of their skin. An 
individual’s conscience as to what is right and many may even 
stand up to fight against what they see as injustices within 
authority.



There have been times in history when the 
secular laws have been wrong. Look at the 
following images  and decide what it was that is 
now thought wrong and why.

Child labour apartheid



There have been times in history when the 
secular laws have been wrong. Look at the 
following images  and decide what it was that is 
now thought wrong and why.

holocaust Capital 

punishment



‘Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s’
The question put to Jesus was really a trap, for if he had said people 
should not pay their taxes to Caesar, then the Pharisees would have been 
able to criticise Jesus for inciting rebellion against their Roman rulers. If 
Jesus had merely said people should pay Caesar, then they would have been 
able to criticise him for not bringing God it at all.

Jesus makes clear that when such secular rules do affect us, we should not 
use that as an excuse for not giving to God what he is due as well.



Many people have their beliefs or personal 
convictions that are based upon their views of 
what is right and wrong. Sometimes these are 
based upon views of parents, friends, sacred 
texts and religious teachings but most often 
from their own conscience.

Personal 

Conviction

Every week there will be examples in the news where 

someone’s own beliefs clash with another form of 

authority, such as a school or the law of the land.

Own strong 
beliefs and 
views.

What you 
feel and know 
to be right 
e.g. because 
of your 
religious 
beliefs.



Rosa 

Parks

Protestors 

against abortion

suffragette

Can you think of any more examples?



At other times it is not so clear, and when 
sacred and secular laws conflict, the individual 
has to think through their conscience, and 
make a decision. In these circumstances it may 
be that a person’s conscience will tell them 
what they ought to do. They will always 
consider the issues of human rights and ways of 
seeking justice for others.

Border 

patrol
immigration



‘Religious believers should always follow 
sacred texts’.

I agree / disagree with this statement because….

Secular law is….

Examples of religious laws are….

In history, religion and secular law have clashed 
when….

Christianity teaches that…

Judaism teaches that….

In conclusion I therefore believe that….



A crime is an action
considered to be wrong 
and punishable by law.



A sin is an act of
disobedience that goes

against God.



Bishops sit in the House of 
Lords and are involved in

the process of law making.



State laws are made by the 
government of the country.
The Queen is involved in 
decision making of the 

Anglican Church.



1. What is a 
secular society?

2. What is the 
difference 
between a sin 
and a crime?

3. Can you give 
examples of 
how state law 
and religious 
law can clash?



Capital 
Punishment

Human Rights

Justice State Law

Conscientious
objector

Commandment 

1 2 3 4 5 6







Punishment 

To inflict 
a penalty 
on a 
person.

To make a 
person 
suffer pain 
or loss for a 
wrongdoing.

Although many religious believers feel it 
is important to help offenders 
recognise the wrong they have done 
and to try and support them.



Deterrence- putting 
the offender off 
repeating the crime.

Protection- making 
the community a 
safer place.

Reform- changing 
the offender so 
they no longer wish 
to commit a crime.

Retribution- giving 
the offender what 
they deserve.

Vindication- showing 
the offender that 
the law must be 
respected.



The offender is ordered 
to do unpaid work -
between 40 -240 hours 
within a one year period.

Involves paying money to the 

court, normally because of 

minor offences.

The offender is set free but 
must abide by certain 
conditions laid down by the 
court. They must keep out of 
trouble and keep in touch 
with authorities.

The offender may be 
obliged to pay money to 
the victim in addition to 
other punishment. 





What kind of 
punishment is 
deserved?





Is locking up 
offenders always 
the answer?



What do religions teach about punishment?

Christianity

‘Let every person be subject to the government 
authorities’.   (Romans 13:1)

Judaiam

Find out what Jews teach





State 2 reasons why people commit 
crimes.



What is meant by justice?



What do Christians believe Jesus meant 
by ‘Render to Caesar’?



Why is it important to obey the law?



Explain 2 types of punishment.



What do you think is 
happening?

What do you think is 
being said to the 
prisoner?

What type of crime do 
you think he has 
committed?



Corporal punishment means physical punishment; capital 

punishment is the death penalty.

There have been many ways of carrying out the death 

penalty including being burnt at the stake, stoned to death, 

hanged, beheaded, drawn and quartered and torn apart 

by animals.

One of the most frequent forms of the death penalty in the 

ancient world was crucifixion. It was still used by some 

countries as late as the 19th century.

The death penalty was often carried out in public.

In Britain in 1957 the law was changed so that capital 

punishment was only used for crimes involving multiple-

murders, guns or explosives, killing police officers or killing 

someone during a robbery.

Capital punishment



Can you think of examples of capital 
punishment????
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Lethal injection Gas Chamber

Electric chair Hanging 
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Stoning Beheading 

Crucifixion  Prison   
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Is this a suitable punishment?



Is capital punishment acceptable?



Explain the following biblical quote:

Old Testament
‘An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth’.



Explain the following biblical quote:

Old Testament
‘An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth’.

The Old Testament 
teaching is that of 
revenge. The 
punishment should 
satisfy the person who 
has been sinned against, 
however should not be 
too severe.



The New Testament
The New Testament approach to punishment is very 
different. Jesus taught his followers not to seek revenge
and compensation, but to forgive those who wrong them and 
pray for those who hurt them. 
Jesus also taught it is right to forgive, because none of us 
is without sin. A woman who had committed adultery was 
brought to Jesus by her accusers who wanted to stone her 
to death, which they had every right to do at this time. 
However Jesus said ‘Let him without sin cast the first 
stone’. Since there was no one there who had led a blame 
free life the woman went free.





A life for a life. Life is sacred.
God gives life-

only he can 
take it away.

Jesus taught 
Compassion
not revenge.

It stops people taking 
the law into their

own hands.

In time of war, it
is right to ask a person
to take another’s life-

so why not in peace-time?

What if an innocent
person is executed?


